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PRI MARY EVENT RECCRD

ARCHI VE | D

CASE |1 D

CLASSI FI CATI ON

STATUS

DATE OBSERVED

FI RST REPORT

RECOVERY W NDOW

LOCATI ON

W TNESSES

EVI DENCE

PP- 001

1954- 06-17-A

PARADOX / LEVEL |1

UNRESOLVED

17 JUNE 1954

08: 12 LOCAL

08:47-13: 26 LOCAL

EAST BRI DGE - SECTCR 7

17 CONFI RVED / 4 UNVERI FI ED

1 PHOTOGRAPHI C NEGATI VE / 5 STATEMENTS

EVENT SUMVARY

At 08:12 | ocal

whal e suspended above the eastern span of East Bridge.

authorities received nultiple independent reports concerning a juvenile hunpback

roadway. No wi tness could establish when or how it arrived.

The specinmen was not in contact with the

The first responding officers confirmed the aninal's presence at 08:19. Traffic was reduced to a
single | ane while heavy recovery equi pnent was positioned. The public remained cal mand no
evacuation order was issued beyond the inmedi ate work zone.

Recovery began at 08:47 and concl uded at 13:26. The specinmen was transferred to a secured
exanm nation facility. No structural danmge, civilian casualty, or conventional transport route
was identified. The circunstances of arrival remain unresolved.

TI MELI NE
08:12
08:19
08: 31
08: 47
13: 26

16: 10

First enmergency call recorded
First patrol confirns specinen
East span secured

Recovery operation begins
Speci men renpved fromsite

Case transferred to BAR

This archive docunents the event. It does not explainit.
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FI ELD | NVESTI GATI ON

STRUCTURAL EXAM NATI ON

The bridge deck, expansion joints, support columms and guard rails showed no inpact danage. No
def ormation consistent with the arrival or prior weight of the specimen was identified. Anchor
poi nts used during recovery displayed stress values attributable only to the renpval operation.

ENVI RONVENTAL EXAM NATI ON

Met eor ol ogi cal records indicate stable conditions, |ight wind and no precipitation. Surface noisture
beneat h the speci nen was substantially |ower than expected. No neasurabl e seawater, salt deposit or
transport trail was recovered fromthe bridge approaches.

Bl OLOG CAL EXAM NATI ON

Speci es identification was confirned as juvenile hunpback whal e. External exanination reveal ed
no injury capabl e of explaining transportation or suspension. The speci nen had been alive

within a period consistent with [HIIIINGDUIEE H<fore discovery.
M croscopi ¢ abrasions indicate prior contact wth |HIIINI:LEBEEE Hcf ore suspension.

CABLE AND MATERI AL ANALYSI S

The visible cable assenblies were comercial ly manufactured and appropriate for the recovery
equi prent present at the scene. Their |ower contact points were docunented. No correspondi ng upper
attachnment structure could be identified within the recorded airspace.

Resi due recovered fromtwo | ower assenblies was consistent with material previously

catal ogued under |IEEEEEEG_—

PHOTOGRAPHI C ANALYSI S
The recovered negative shows continuous grain structure and no confirnmed signs of optical

conposi ting. Shadow direction and scale are consistent with the bridge, vehicles and recovery
equi prent. The specinmen is present in every surviving franme.

I NVESTI GATOR ANNOTATI ON

"The cabl e attachnent points appear genuine.

| am | ess certain about everything else."

- R Collins
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W TNESS STATEMENTS - SELECTED EXTRACTS

W TNESS #03 OCCUPATI ON:  TAXI DRI VER RECORDED: 09: 14

ACE: 46 I NTERVI EMED BY: | NSPECTOR R COLLI NS CONFI DENCE: HI GH

"l crossed the bridge just before eight. Traffic was |light and there was nothing unusual. WWen | returned
less than twenty minutes later, one |ane was already bl ocked and people were standing along the rail. |
never saw the whale arrive. What | renenber nost is that the workers | ooked as though they had been there

for hours."

W TNESS / SOURCE S| GNATURE
W TNESS #08 OCCUPATI ON: BRI DGE MAI NTENANCE TECHNI CI AN RECORDED: 10: 02
AGE: 58 | NTERVI EVED BY: | NSPECTOR R COLLI NS CONFI DENCE:  HI GH
"My inspection began at 07:48 and ended at 08:04. | wal ked the entire eastern section. If an animal of
that size had been above the roadway, | could not have missed it. My log was signed before the first
call. | have reviewed the photograph. It does not agree with what | renenber."

W TNESS / SOURCE S| GNATURE
W TNESS #12 OCCUPATI ON:  NEWSPAPER PHOTOGRAPHER RECORDED: 11: 36
AGE: 31 I NTERVI EVED BY: | NSPECTOR R CCOLLI NS CONFI DENCE: MEDI UM
"An of ficer asked whether | had seen it happen. | assumed he neant the lifting operation. Only later did

I understand he neant the arrival. Nobody | spoke with clainmed to have seen the whal e appear, but several
descri bed hearing the cables before the cranes were on site."

W TNESS / SOURCE S| GNATURE

W TNESS #17 OCCUPATI ON:  CI VI L ENG NEER RECORDED: 14:51

AGE: 39 I NTERVI EWED BY: | NSPECTOR R. COLLI NS CONFI DENCE: LOW

"l kept watching the cables. At first | believed they were supporting the animal.
Later | could not tell whether they were holding it in place or preventing it from

I | cannot explain why that thought occurred to me."

W TNESS / SOURCE S| GNATURE

W TNESS #22 OCCUPATI ON:  UNKNOWN - ANONYMOUS LETTER RECORDED: RECEI VED 20 JUN 1954

AGE: N A I NTERVI EMED BY: | NSPECTOR R COLLI NS CONFI DENCE:  UNVERI FI ED

"You keep asking how the whal e reached the bridge. Ask who ordered the east span
closed at 03:17, five hours before the first report. The animal was already there when

I Cuin this letter.”

W TNESS / SOURCE S| GNATURE
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FI NAL ASSESSMENT

The recovery operation concluded wi thout structural damage to East Bridge and without civilian
casualty. The specinmen was transferred to a secured exam nation facility under Bureau authority.
Public access to the site was restored at 15:40.

The investigation established the physical presence of the specinen, the authenticity of the
recovered negative, and the mechanical integrity of the equipnent used during renopval. It did
not establish the origin of the specinen, the tinme or nechanismof arrival, or the reason for
its position above the bridge.

W tness accounts renmain materially contradictory. No avail abl e statenent docunents the nonent of
arrival. The 07:48-08: 04 mai ntenance i nspection conflicts with the anonynous claimthat the
speci nen was present before dawn. Neither account can presently be di sproved.

UNRESOLVED ELEMENTS
- Oigin of the specinmen
- Mechanismand tinme of arrival
- Absence of expected water and transport evidence
- Upper cabl e attachnment geonetry

- Contradictory w tness chronol ogy

RELATED ARCHI VES

PP- 004 ACCESS RESTRI CTED
PP-011 FI LE M SSI NG
PP-019 PUBLI C RELEASE DENI ED

I NTERNAL MEMORANDUM

Future evidence relating to this incident shall be appended to PP-001. Specul ative concl usions are
not to be entered into the official record.

CASE UNRESOL VED

THE SPECI MEN WAS REMOVED.
THE EVENT REMAI NS UNEXPLAI NED.

This archive docunents the event. It does not explainit. PP-001 / 05




